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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 28-31 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Barber et al. (USP 6,088,435). 

3. With regard to claim 28, Barber et al. discloses a service for determining a 
communication connection for a caller [telephone networking service, Abstract] 
comprising the method steps of: 

receiving a communication connection request from said caller, wherein said 
communication connection request does not identify a called party and only identifies 
said caller [caller calls into 800 or 900 number, col. 3, lines 62-66; Fig, 1; caller does 
not know the identity or the telephone number of the called party, col. 5, lines 61- 
63], 

obtaining real-time context information for said caller [caller can enter a profile, 
col. 3, lines 19-31 (i.e., an interest such as business or technical expertise); caller can 
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* 

enter preferences, col. 3, lines 49-55 (i.e., willing to talk about specific interests); 
real-time is interpreted as being input (preferences) or current (what they're 
currently willing to talk about) ]; 

determining a communication connection action [bridging the two users into a 
call, col. 4, lines 48-55] using said real-time context information for said caller [e.g., 
similar interests/hobbies (col. 3, lines 19-31) and willingness to conference/speak 
about that subject (col. 3, lines 49-55); finds a match, col. 4, lines 48-49; real-time is 
interpreted as being input (preferences) or current (what they're currently willing 
to talk about)] and context information for said called party [e.g., similar 
interests/hobbies (col. 3, lines 19-31) and willingness to conference/speak about that 
subject (col. 3, lines 49-55); finds a match, col. 4, lines 48-49] 

wherein said context information for said called party comprises 

a called party connectivity [conference abilities and video capabilities, 

col. 3, lines 52-60], 

* 

a called party connection status [whether the called party is currently 
active on the network, col. 4, lines 49-51], and 

at least one of corporate and personal data of said called party [Fig. 2, 
Record 50 contains personal data, col. 2, lines 51-65] from at least one of 

sensors that detect at least of motion, sound, light, and pressure deployed 
in spaces frequented by said called party, 

radio frequency identification readers that detect the presence of 
companion devices that have been provisioned with identification numbers 
associated with said called party, and at least one of 
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a location [Fig. 2, address field 58, col. 3, line 16], 

activity [status can be conversation, data acquisition, or 
inactive, coL 5, lines 3-5] , and 

network address of at least one personal device of said called party 
[Fig. 2, address field 58, col. 3, line 16] , comprising at least one of 

a cellular telephone [Fig. 2, telephone number field 60, col. 3, 
lines 17-18; interpreted as including cell phones], 

an office telephone [Fig. 2, telephone number field 60, col. 3, 
lines 17-18; interpreted as including office phones], 

a home telephone [Fig. 2, telephone number field 60, col. 3, lines 
17-18; interpreted as including home phones], 

a laptop computer, 

a desktop computer, and 

an automobile, 

wherein said communication connection action comprises a decision as to who 

4 

should be called and to whom said user should be telephonically connected without 
additional input from said caller, and wherein at least one of an identification of said 
called party and contact information for said called party is unknown to said caller; and 
connecting said caller based upon said connection action wherein said determining of 
said communication action is performed prior to said connecting of said caller [e.g., 

* 

similar interests/hobbies (col. 3, lines 19-31) and willingness to conference/speak 
about that subject (col. 3, lines 49-55); finds a match, col. 4, lines 48-49; then 
bridging the two users into a call, col. 4, lines 48-55; caller does not know the 
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identity or the telephone number of the called party, col. 5, lines 61-63; the 

■ 

connection action (who to talk to) is necessarily performed prior to connecting to the 
caller (i.e., either (a) the situation when only two people are available to talk or (b) 
the situation when two people have the same interests/hobbies)]. 

» 

> 

4. With regard to claim 29, Barber et al. discloses an apparatus for use in a computer 
services environment [telephone networking service, Abstract] said apparatus 
comprising: 

a receiver [Fig. 1, networking equipment 28] operative to receive a 
communication connection request from a caller, wherein said communication 
connection request does, not identify a called party and only identifies said caller [caller 
calls into 800 or 900 number, col. 3, lines 62-66; Fig. 1; caller does not know the 
identity or the telephone number of the called party, col. 5, lines 61-63]; 

at least one processor [Fig. 1, processor 32] operative to route a communication 

* 

connection of said caller based upon real-time context information for said caller [e.g., 
similar interests/hobbies (col. 3, lines 19-31) and willingness to conference/speak 
about that subject (col. 3, lines 49-55); finds a match, col. 4, lines 48-49; real-time is 
interpreted as being input (preferences) or current (what they're currently willing 
to talk about)] and context information for said called party [e.g., similar 
interests/hobbies (col. 3, lines 19-31) and willingness to conference/speak about that 
subject (col. 3, lines 49-55); finds a match, col. 4, lines 48-49], wherein said context 
information for said called party comprises 
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a called party connectivity [conference abilities and video capabilities, 

col. 3, lines 52-60], 

a called party connection status [whether the called party is currently 
active on the network, col. 4, lines 49-51], and 

at least one of corporate and personal data of said called party [Fig. 2, 
Record 50 contains personal data, col. 2, lines 51-65] from at least one of 

sensors that detect at least of motion, sound, light, and pressure deployed 
in spaces frequented by said called party, 

radio frequency identification readers that detect the presence of 
companion devices that have been provisioned with identification numbers 
associated with said called party, and 
at least one of 

a location [Fig. 2, address field 58, col. 3, line 16], 
activity [status can be conversation, data acquisition, or 
inactive, col. 5, lines 3-5], and 

network address of at least one personal device of said called party 
[Fig. 2, address field 58, col. 3, line 16], comprising at least one of 

a cellular telephone [Fig. 2, telephone number field 60, col. 3, 
lines 17-18; interpreted as including cell phones], 

an office telephone [Fig. 2, telephone number field 60, col. 3, 
lines 17-18; interpreted as including office phones], 

a home telephone [Fig. 2, telephone number field 60, col. 3, lines 
17-18; interpreted as including home phones], 
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a laptop computer, 

a desktop computer, and 

an automobile; and 

use said real-time context information for said caller and said context information 
for a called party to determine a communication connection action for connecting said 
caller [bridging the two users into a call, col. 4, lines 48-55], wherein said 
communication connection action comprises a decision as to who should be called and to 
whom said caller should be telephonically connected without additional input from said 
caller; and wherein at least one of an identification of said called party and contact 
information for said called party is unknown to said caller wherein said determining of 
said communication action is performed prior to said connecting of said caller [e.g., 
similar interests/hobbies (col. 3, lines 19-31) and willingness to conference/speak 
about that subject (col. 3, lines 49-55); finds a match, col. 4, lines 48-49; then 
bridging the two users into a call, col. 4, lines 48-55; caller does not know the 
identity or the telephone number of the called party, col. 5, lines 61-63; the 

* 

connection action (who to talk to) is necessarily performed prior to connecting to the 
caller (i.e., either (a) the situation when only two people are available to talk or (b) 
the situation when two people have the same interests/hobbies)]. 

* 

5. With regard to claim 30, Barber et al. discloses that determining a connection action is 
done with rules engine [rules such as accepting inbound calls, willingness to accept 
group calls, or selecting only single calls, col. 3, lines 49-55]. 
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6. With regard to claim 31, Barber et al. discloses using a caller's calendar to assist in 
determining the communication connection action [whether or not a person is available 
to talk, col. 5, lines 22-31; interpreted as any calendrical time to include current 
availability as well as time-frames, minutes, hours, days, years] . 

7. With regard to claim 35 Barber et al. discloses using said context information for said 
called party to assist in determining said communication connection action comprises: 
using said context information for said called party comprising at least one of a called 
party location; called party policy; and called party availability [e.g., similar 

* 

interests/hobbies (col. 3, lines 19-31) and willingness to conference/speak about that 
subject (col. 3, lines 49-55); finds a match, col. 4, lines 48-49]. 

■ * * 

Response to Arguments 

■ 

8. Applicant's arguments filed July 5, 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

9. With respect to claims 28-29, Applicants argue that Barber et al. does not determine 
the connection action prior to the connecting of the caller [Applicants 9 Amendment 
dated August 9, 2007, page 16, paragraph 2]. Applicants also state that Barber et al. 

♦ 

cannot "start" until after the caller dials an access number or dials an access number 
[Applicants' Amendment dated August 9, 2007, page 16, paragraph 2]. Further 
more, Applicants state that Barber et al. fails to disclose "to determine said 
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communication action prior to connection to said caller [Applicants' Amendment dated 
August 9, 2007, page 16, paragraph 2]. The examiner respectfully disagrees. 

10. As noted in the rejection of claims 28 and 29 above, the connection action (who to 
talk to) is necessarily performed prior to connecting to the caller (i.e., either (a) the 
situation when only two people are available to talk or (b) the situation when two people 
have the same interests/hobbies). 

1 1 . With respect to claims 28-29, Applicants state that Barber et al. fails to disclose real- 
time context information [Applicants' Amendment dated August 9, 2007, page 16, 
paragraph 3 to page 18, paragraph 1]. The examiner respectfully disagrees. 

12. As noted in the rejection of claims 28-29 above, the broadest reasonable 
interpretation is real-time is being input (preferences) or current (what they're currently 
willing to talk about). 

Conclusion 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark A. Mais whose telephone number is 572-272-3 138. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 5am-4pm. 
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14. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chan F. Wing can be reached on 571-272-7493. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

15. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is. available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 



800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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